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“Behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bear
a son, and you shall
name him Jesus.”

- Lk 1:31

Life is troubling. Who among us has not struggled with
anxiety and difficulties, sometimes massive ones? | certain-
ly have, as have many of my loved ones. If we do, does this
mean that we don’t trust the Lord or just need to toughen
up?

I don’t think so. How encouraging for us anxious and
troubled souls to hear Luke describe the Blessed Mother
Mary in these words, “But she was greatly troubled at
what was said.” An archangel has visited her. An incon-
ceivable promise has been made to her. Her life has become
wildly unpredictable, perhaps more so than any person be-
fore or since. The first point for us: the Lord is with her pre-
cisely when she is troubled. Her anxiousness and God’s
presence are not mutually exclusive. Christianity is not
about a trance-like robotic indifference. It’s about the pres-
ence of divine love. Even in — especially in — troubled
circumstances.

Our troubled soul can become our greatest treasure.
What seems so troubling at first to Mary becomes the best
possible thing, Jesus, the Savior and Lord, is now her son.
All the difficulties and troubles remain, and yet her move-
ment into the fullness of God is accelerated. What is trou-
bling you right now? This scripture invites us now, this
week, to hear the Lord’s messenger say to us what he said
to Mary, “Do not be afraid! You have found favor with
God.”

— Father John Muir
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Website
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WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.

Sundays at 7:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Holy Days at 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

WELCOME!

If you are new in the Parish, please register and introduce yourself to the Pas-
tor. The Parishioners wish to meet and serve you! Drop by at a Pancake
Breakfast after the Sunday Mass, per the Calendar online or as announced
inside the bulletin. We hope you will favor our Parish with your prayers, your
presence, your talents and your financial assistance according to your means!

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturday 3:25 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the rectory (860-643-9553) to arrange for a meeting with the
Pastor.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

Arrangements must start more than 6 months before marriage. Necessary
interviews, a pre-cana course and plenty of paperwork is required. We strongly
urge you to contact us to begin the Diocesan preparation course as soon as
you are engaged to get the most out of it without rush.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:

The Sacramental Guidelines define Church Membership in terms of Sunday
Mass attendance and Church support. For membership verification and spon-
sorship certificate, registration and regular use of the envelope system are the
only way we have of verifying this for you. Please notify us if there are chang-
es in your address, marital status, etc., so that we may update your records.

VISITATION TO THE SICK:

We are most anxious to help anyone who is not able to celebrate Mass with us
in Church due to illness, handicapped or age. If you wish the Sacraments,
please call 860-643-9553.



ST. MAURICE CHURCH BOLTON, CT

EM FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT FROM SAINT MAURICE PARISH
" DECEMBER 23 — 24, 2023 . St. MAURICE PRAYER LINE
Ushers Group 11 2w, Please remember all the special intentions on the
POOR AND NEEDY COLLECTION St. Maurice Prayer Line and Faith Formation
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23 Students Prayer Requests.
3:30 P.M.  Rosary (in the Cry Room) New requests this week: Anne, Stacia, Erica,
4:00 P.M.  Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory Cecile, Denis, Shawn, Tom, Janice, Special Needs, Amy,
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room) Al, Lou Ann, David, William, Susan, Tom, Barbara, James.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 Candle Intentions: Special prayers for the Intentions in the
7:30 AAM.  Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory Candle Note Book.
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room) Please call Carol Zabielski at (860) 643-2837
No FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
10:00 AM.  Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory ST. MAURICE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room)

P PV ¢ Members of the Prayer Shawl
<‘ %2;) W Ministry are making full size
= MLV\WTH prayer shawls for our long term
4:00 P.M.  Mass offered for All Parlshloners care patients. Also, mini pocket

of St. Maurice Church prayer shawls are available for everyone.

Christmas Pageant at the 4:00 P.M, Mass If you can help in any way in this Ministry, please call:
5:30 P.M.  Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours Y P y way Y, Pp ’

10:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Parishioners Irene ZdrOJOWy (860) 533-1733
of St. Maurice Church
MONDAY DECEMBER 25 — CHRISTMAS

Women's Retreats. How much of your life is devoted to taking
care of others? A weekend retreat at Our Lady of Calvary is your
chance to let someone else take care of you. The Sisters of the
Cross and Passion and devoted laywomen with a special gift for
nurturing and caregiving staff at our retreats. Our women's retreats
have the deep spirituality of a quality Catholic retreat in a cozy,
intimate atmosphere. Experience the best of what any "girls' week-
end" offers: friendship, relaxation, shopping, and delicious food...
Many women consider this place their "home away from home"
TUESDAY., DECEMBER 26 — No Mass and love bringing their loved ones along.

7:15 P.M. Choir rehearsal in church. New retreatants can use the code OCR70 for a 10% discount
WEDNESDAY., DECEMBER 27 — No Mass when registering online and paying in full.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28 — No MAsS Learn more about Women's Retreats at Our Lady of Calvary and
FRIDAY. DECEMBER 29 — No MAss choose your weekend from the list of 2024 retreat weekends.

2 https://www.ourladyofcalvary.net/retreat-weekends/

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

10:00 A.M. Mass offered for the Souls of TMarion

and 1Bill Miller
requested by The Family

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 30
3:30 P.M. Rosary (in the Cry Room)
4:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory STEWARDSHIP
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room) gff?rt(t)l'zl’ig)ecem:)er 1(’17 d_ Tg?670
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 rojected Amount néeded — $35,0
Ushers Group 11T “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”— Luke 1:28
7:30 AM.  Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward. Her
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room) entire life was lived in obedience to God’s call. Mary
No FAITH FORMATION CLASSES teaches us to live with joy for all we have been given.
10:00 A.M.  Mass offered for All Parishioners Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, Mary re-
%fhitbll\ftagiﬁvgﬁgrl\cﬁrcy (in the Cry Room) flects the light of Christ. Like Mary, we are called to
5:30 P.M.  Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours reflect Chrlst_s light to the world through our gratitude
and generosity.

" Tear off Parish Membership Form Drop in collection *
Please enroll the following as members of the Church of St. Maurice:

Adults

Children (under 18)

Street Address E-mail Address

City State Zip E-mail Address

Home phone Cell phone

Send offertory envelopes Send form for EFT (electronic donation) We will Donate Online

We can help outas:  Altarserver ~ Lector ~ Usher  Eucharistic Minister ~ Choir _ Crafts workshop
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FROM ST. MAURICE PARISH

) THE NATIVITY
e OF THE LORD

“For today in the city
of David a savior has been
born for you who is
Christ and Lord.”

- Lk 2:11

“She gave birth to her firstborn son.” The pain of
childbirth is something that boggles my mind. I’m sure I
couldn’t handle it. I can’t even watch scenes in movies in
which a woman gives birth. I understand it’s a beautiful part
of nature, but there’s still something awful about it and the
attendant suffering.

Which is why it’s worth pondering an often neglected
and currently unpopular part of the Church’s theology
around the birth of Christ, his was miraculous because it
caused no pain to his mother. Even her physical virginity
remains intact. Of course, we modern scientific people scoff
at such an idea.

Without obsessing over the obstetrical details, we dis-
cover a glorious illumination in the symbolic meaning of
this birth that we moderns find so embarrassing. God comes
into the world in an utterly non-violent way. He himself will
suffer his own bloodshed but will never shed that of others.
He is so peaceful and non-violent that he will even rise from
the dead without breaking the seal of the tomb. All of hu-
manity, in the Church, will give birth to him in the Church
free from the terrible pain due to original sin. How badly we
need the truth of this miraculous birth today!

Let’s delight in this great mystery and miracle of Je-
sus’s birth. He is the Prince of Peace and always nonviolent.
We need not fear him, ever. — Father John Muir

iR Christmas!

FROM SLEIGH BELLS RING CHRISTMAS FAIR GROUP

A HUGE Thank you to all the parishioners
at St. Maurice for their generosity during
this holiday season. Our gift bags for Bol-
ton's needy families were overflowing with
warm, wonderful and
thoughtful presents for over 100 recipi-
ents. It is so heartwarming to see the out-
pouring of love and care from our
church family - Thank you once again
for being such a caring community!

Beth Harney, Sharon Scorso and Marilee Manning.

FROM THE DIOCESE OF NORWICH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES
( j TEESEETT ASKS YOU TO HELP OUR FAMILIES
; CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
Catholic Charities will be providing “A
Very Merry Christmas” to our families and we are asking the
parishioners to join in this special celebration of gifts and pray-
ers for our many families and individual in financial need. Your
gift of an unwrapped children’s toy, for a child up to the age of
12 or a gift card to Walmart or Target for a teenager will be
greatly appreciated. Grocery store gift cards are also enjoyed
by the families. Our Food Pantry is busy throughout the year as
food assistance is the single largest service provided and it is
often the entry point for people to receive additional necessary
services, utility, rental assistance, Financial Empowerment
classes for self-sufficiency to identify a few services. Please
bring your unwrapped toy to Catholic Charities 331 Main
Street Norwich CT, 06360 or send the gift cards or checks with
Christmas 2023 written in the memo line to the same address.
Our kids, parents and grandparents look forward to Christmas
as much as your family and our staff, as we all prepare for the
true meaning of Christmas, the Birth of our Lord and the Holy
Family.
Thank you from the staff at Catholic Charities and we wish
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
DEEPENING OUR FAITH THROUGH THE
= SACRAMENTS
Join us on Tuesday, January 9" from 7 — 8:15PM
virtually for a deepening of our faith through the
Sacrament of Vocation- Marriage. Our keynote is Sr. Elissa
Rinere, C.P. the former Diocesan Chancellor. When the Catho-
lic Church teaches that marriage is a Christian vocation, it is
saying that the couple’s relationship is more than simply their
choice to enter a union which is a social and legal institution.
In addition to these things, marriage involves a call from God
and a response from two people who promise to build, with the
help of divine grace, a lifelong, intimate and sacramental part-
nership of love and life. Let’s explore Marriage together.
To register, please contact Marianne at
manicholas@norwichdiocese.net or call 860-848-2237 ext.304.
VIRTUAL BINGO FOR ALL AGES
The Office of Faith Events invites people of all ages to partici-
pate in Virtual Bingo! Bingo will take place on Sunday,
January 7" from 3:30 — 5pm. You will receive your cards
online, mark them and even remark them for the next game or
you can print them and play. Through video conferencing, we
will call the numbers and play different BINGO games from
regular bingo, double bingo, picture frame, and finally black
out! It will be great fun with lots of gift certificates for priz-
es! The cost is $6 per card for the whole Bingo event! To pur-
chase your Bingo cards, go to: https://bit.ly/21.aol7Y or call
Marianne at 860-848-2237 ex. 304.
PROJECT RACHEL ROSARY AT THE CATHEDRAL
The third Tuesday of each month at the Cathedral of St. Pat-
rick following the noon mass, join the Office of Faith Events
as we pray the Project Rachel Rosary. The Project Rachel
Rosary focuses on hope, healing, and forgiveness for those
affected by an abortion and also for an end to abor-
tion. Please join us for this in-person Project Rachel Rosary
on Tuesday, December 19th following the noon mass at the
Cathedral of St. Patrick in Norwich.
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LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
COMMERCIAL TURF EQUIPMENT
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Over 100 Years of Service

228 Boston Tpk. (860) 643-9492
Bolton, CT (800) 359-8810
(Route 6 & 44)  www.whpreuss.com

Off -384, Exit 5 w.h.p@comcast.net

Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet
affordable home care services
to the elderly since 1996.

LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR

860-645-7667

Bolton

(HIGHLAND PARK
{'I ..-._; )

Manchester, 317 Highland Street
860-646-4277

Glastonbury, 1320 Manchester Road
860-659-1717

Yowr XLocal, Family Owned Market!

Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

Family Owned & Operated

John F. Tierney Funeral Home Inc..

Serving the Community for Over Sixty Years.

219 West Center Street *» Manchester, CT 06040
(860) 643-1222
www.tierneyfuneralhome.com

Annette Pasek
REALTOR®

2790 Main St
Glastonbury, CT

860-490-8357

Your Local Market Expert!
annettepasek@bhhsne.com

annettepasekibhhsneproperties.com
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‘ New England
Properties

(860) 649-5371
Fax(860) 649-8046

Lawrence F. Fiano
BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS

266 BOSTON TURNPIKE
BOLTON CT 06043

Dalton J. Zahner

FREE
.. AD DESIGN

with purchase
- of this space

CALL
800-477-4574

WESTOWN
PHARMACY

455 Hartford Road
Manchester
Phone 649-9946
Open 7 days

Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Tru
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- PLUMBING

® Burglary

Heating Oil
Furnaces
Boilers
Diesel Fuel

Air Conditioning
Plumbing
Well Pumps

Water Treatment

ADr | Authorized | g fastreets

Provider

ADT-Monitored

® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

st

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Angela Haschka

ahaschka@4LPi.com

(800) 477-4574 x6106

FOR OVER 100 YEARS

Cleaning and protection products for auto
dealerships, professional car washes and
providers of professional housekeeping
and building maintenance services.

800-227-5536
www.simoniz.com
201 Boston Turnpike, Bolton, CT 06043
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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ROOFlNG SIDING +« WINDOWS » 1
EXTERIOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS i o A :
Allan D. Giles- Owner/Operator \ = !
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No Seb tho small, We do them alllf

860-933-5222

CT License 0580834

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

St, Maurice, Bolton, CT

Thd s 1GAa l'lurlmt :
Rte. 66, Hebron
Save $5.00

Present this Coupon and
save $5.00 off any
purchase of $50 or more

Thank You For Shopping
Ted’s Your Hometown
Proud Supermarket

(Excluding cigarettes, Limit one)
plu 250 1
a

03-0312



