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Rectory Phone 860-643-9553
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3R° SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

A man named John was

sent from God. He came
for testimony, to testify to
the light, so that all might
believe through him.
-Jn 1:6-7

Why do we believe in Jesus and the Catholic Church?
Why should we continue to do so? We’ve never seen him
face-to-face (at least not most of us, I assume). Most of us
have never had mystical visions of angels or saints. We live
in the same world as our atheist and secularists friends.
Why do we believe in Christ if we’ve never seen him?

The simple, symbolic answer the Gospel presents to us
this week might surprise us: we believe because of John the
Baptist. Early in John’s Gospel we hear: “There was a man
sent from God, his name was John. He came for testimo-
ny, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe
through him.” The Baptist powerfully announces Jesus.
This is a historical fact, and it is also now a pattern at work
in our lives.

John the Baptist stands for the entirety of the old cove-
nant, everything entrusted to the Jewish people. And yet he
prophetically opens the door to something entirely new in
Jesus, to the revival and fulfillment of God’s promises. In
every generation, and in every human life, God continues to
do this. He has done it through people named Augustine,
Francis, Catherine, Theresa, and countless others. In my
life, the Baptist’s spirit has come through persons named
Eric, Paul, Mary, and Ron. I challenge you to name at least
three people through whom God has announced the coming
of Jesus in your life. Consciously thank God for their testi-
mony. And let’s commit ourselves to listening to the spirit
of John the Baptist testify again this week so that we might
more strongly believe in the light. — Father John Muir

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 17, 2023

Pastor
Fr. Bill Olesik

Prayer Line
Carol Zabielski 860-643-2837

Director of Faith Formation
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Organist and Choir Director
Don Benevides 860-871-0752

Secretary
Mrs. Theresa Ciscon
Office Hours - Mon., Tues., & Fri. - 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Telephone: 860-643-4466
e-mail: saintmauricechurchbolton@gmail.com

Eucharistic Minister to Homebound
Patricia Cinea 860-646-0564

Fair and Workshops
Beth Harney 860-649-1331
Sharon Scorso 860-646-1423

Website
www.saintmauricebolton.org

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.

Sundays at 7:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Holy Days at 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

WELCOME!

If you are new in the Parish, please register and introduce yourself to the Pas-
tor. The Parishioners wish to meet and serve you! Drop by at a Pancake
Breakfast after the Sunday Mass, per the Calendar online or as announced
inside the bulletin. We hope you will favor our Parish with your prayers, your
presence, your talents and your financial assistance according to your means!

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturday 3:25 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the rectory (860-643-9553) to arrange for a meeting with the
Pastor.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

Arrangements must start more than 6 months before marriage. Necessary
interviews, a pre-cana course and plenty of paperwork is required. We strongly
urge you to contact us to begin the Diocesan preparation course as soon as
you are engaged to get the most out of it without rush.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:

The Sacramental Guidelines define Church Membership in terms of Sunday
Mass attendance and Church support. For membership verification and spon-
sorship certificate, registration and regular use of the envelope system are the
only way we have of verifying this for you. Please notify us if there are chang-
es in your address, marital status, etc., so that we may update your records.

VISITATION TO THE SICK:

We are most anxious to help anyone who is not able to celebrate Mass with us
in Church due to illness, handicapped or age. If you wish the Sacraments,
please call 860-643-9553.



ST. MAURICE CHURCH

BOLTON, CT

or Aoty THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
. ,* DECEMBER 16 — 17,2023
; : Ushers Group I
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
3:30 P.M. Rosary (in the Cry Room)
4:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory

Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room)
SUNDAY., DECEMBER 17

7:30 A.M. Mass offered for All Parishioners
of St. Maurice Church
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room)
9:00 A.M. FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
10:00 A.M. Mass offered for the Souls of TBarbara and

tDonald Sullivan
requested by Patrick and Daniel Sullivan
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room)
Christmas Pageant practice after the Mass
All children are welcome to participate.
Delivery of food and other groceries to Bolton families in need.
Drivers needed.
5:30 P.M. Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours

MONDAY. DECEMBER 18 — No Mass
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 — No Mass
7:15 P.M. Choir rehearsal in church.
We are practicing music for Christmas.
New voices are always welcome!
WEDNESDAY., DECEMBER 20
9:00 AM.  Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
9:00 A.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory

FRIDAY., DECEMBER 22

9:00 A.M. Mass offered for the Soul of tJane Hilbie
requested by Linda Armstrong
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
3:30 P.M. Rosary (in the Cry Room)
4:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory

Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 — FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Ushers Group 11

7:30 A.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room)
NoO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
10:00 A.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Cry Room)
4:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Parishioners

of St. Maurice Church
Christmas Pageant at the 4:00 P.M. Mass

FROM SAINT MAURICE PARISH

St. MAURICE PRAYER LINE
Please remember all the special intentions on the
St. Maurice Prayer Line and Faith Formation
Students Prayer Requests.
New requests this week: Anne, Stacia, Erica,
Cecile, Denis, Shawn, Tom, Janice, Special Needs, Amy,
Al, Lou Ann, David, William, Susan, Tom, Barbara, James.
Candle Intentions: Special prayers for the Intentions in the
Candle Note Book.

Please call Carol Zabielski at (860) 643-2837

ST. MAURICE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
P PV ¢ Members of the Prayer Shawl
f(‘(ép W Ministry are making full size
= MLV\WTH prayer shawls for our long term
care patients. Also, mini pocket
prayer shawls are available for everyone.

If you can help in any way in this Ministry, please call:
Irene Zdrojowy (860) 533-1733

[ S CHRISTMAS MASEIMES =8|

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24— CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
4:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Parishioners
of St. Maurice Church
Christmas Pageant at the 4:00 P.M. Mass
10:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Parishioners

of St. Maurice Church
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25—CHRISTMAS DAY

D\

10:00 A.M. Mass offered for All Parishioners
of St. Maurice Church
STEWARDSHIP

Offertory: December 10 — TBD

Projected Amount needed — $3,670

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. Give thanks
in all circumstances, for this is the will of God for you
in Christ Jesus.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18

This scripture reading sums up Stewardship. “Rejoice
always” means place your trust in God; He will provide
all that you need. “Pray constantly” means prayer
should be a running conversation with God throughout
the whole day, every day. “Give thanks in all circum-
stances” means even in bad situations, thank God.
Suffering a little bit helps build empathy for others in

10:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Parishioners L : .
of St. Maurice Church similar situations and shows our dependence on God.
" Tear off Parish Membership Form Drop in collection *
Please enroll the following as members of the Church of St. Maurice:
Adults
Children (under 18)
Street Address E-mail Address
City State Zip E-mail Address

Home phone

Send offertory envelopes

We can help out as:  Altarserver  Lector

Send form for EFT (electronic donation)
Usher

Cell phone

We will Donate Online

Eucharistic Minister  Choir _ Crafts workshop



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 17, 2023

FROM ST. MAURICE PARISH

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Saint Maurice will continue the long-standing

tradition of having a Christmas Pageant at the

4:00 p.m. mass on Christmas Eve, December

24™  All generations enjoy seeing the children

act out the story of the birth of Jesus at Mass.
- There are roles for all ages from sheep in the
manger to Mary and Joseph. Amie Tillmann will be
coordinating the play, and parent participation is always
welcome! We always appreciate your help guiding the
children during the play.
If you or your child is interested in participating, please
contact Amie Tillmann

at saintmauriceccd@gmail.com.
Practice will be the Sunday December 17,

after 10:00 a.m. Mass.

/] St. Maurice Council 6199
‘m KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
In service to One, in service to all

; Charity e Unity e Fraternity e Patriotism

Married Couples Day Retreat - 1/20/24 at St. Bernard
Church, Rockyville. “IT TAKES THREE”: A MARRIED
COUPLES RETREAT is Designed to renew & rejuvenate
your relationship as a married couple & with God. The re-
treat’s environment is one of acceptance, confidential shar-
ing, music, & fun! We invite any married couple - newly-
wed or married for decades. The day includes morning
Mass, a special mid-day dinner, & a full program of music,
inspired talks by team couples, private couple sharing time,
small group discussions, & a marriage blessing ceremony
with special memento.
Cost is only $25/couple payable by check to “CT State
Council K of C” mailed to retreat leaders, Jim & Elizabeth
Percy, 11 Kent Lane, South Windsor, CT 06074.
Join us & register at SignUpGenius,
signupgenius.com/go/MCR
or contact the Percys at tiggpercy@gmail.com or
860-648-2615. Space is limited and is filling up quickly.

FROM THE DIOCESE OF NORWICH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES
AToncSmrn= ASKS YOU TO HELP OUR FAMI-
WL e LIES CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
Catholic Charities will be providing
“A Very Merry Christmas” to our families and we are ask-
ing the parishioners to join in this special celebration of gifts
and prayers for our many families and individual in financial
need. Your gift of an unwrapped children’s toy, for a child
up to the age of 12 or a gift card to Walmart or Target for a
teenager will be greatly appreciated. Grocery store gift cards
are also enjoyed by the families. Our Food Pantry is busy
throughout the year as food assistance is the single largest
service provided and it is often the entry point for people to
receive additional necessary services, utility, rental assis-
tance, Financial Empowerment classes for self-sufficiency to
identify a few services. Please bring your unwrapped toy to
Catholic Charities 331 Main Street Norwich CT, 06360 or
send the gift cards or checks with Christmas 2023 written in
the memo line to the same address. Our kids, parents and
grandparents look forward to Christmas as much as your
family and our staff, as we all prepare for the true meaning
of Christmas, the Birth of our Lord and the Holy Family.
Thank you from the staff at Catholic Charities and we
wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

FROM SLEIGH BELLS RING CHRISTMAS FAIR GROUP

SLEIGH BELLS RING
SEASONAL SHARING
As we have done in the past, this year
the St. Maurice faith community will
support the less fortunate in Bolton too.
Please drop off non-perishable food donations at the
Church or Parish Center by Sunday, December 17" for
Christmas food delivery.
If you prefer to give money, please make your check paya-
ble to “Church of St. Maurice” with the memo “Christmas
food” and put in the regular collection or mail.
Thank you for your support. It does make a difference!

weofNo, 2023 ACA update as of November 28:
q° "’é, Congratulations to Saint Maurice Parish
z o for surpassing its goal! The current amount
% j‘ donated is $12,161.29 with 31.31% of our

Shoneag?®  parishioners donating. We are striving for as
close to 100% participation as possible.
URGENT - PLEASE HELP US REACH GOAL - THERE
IS STILL TIME TO DONATE!
Our campaign year ends December 31, 2023. With your do-
nation, our ACA supported ministries do the work of Christ
every day. If you have not made your contribution to the
2023 Annual Catholic Appeal, “One Faith, One Family”, or
would like to make an additional gift, donation envelopes
are still available within the church or you can contact the
Development Office at (860) 886-1928 or
www.norwichdiocesedevelopment.org.
Thank you to everyone for your support!

PROJECT RACHEL ROSARY AT
THE CATHEDRAL

H ‘ol P The third Tuesday of each month at the
ATTER @ ARORTION Cathedral of St. Patrick following the
noon mass, join the Office of Faith Events as we pray the
Project Rachel Rosary. The Project Rachel Rosary focuses
on hope, healing, and forgiveness for those affect-

ed by an abortion and also for an end to abortion. \ ==
Please join us for this in-person Project Rachel

Rosary on Tuesday, December 19th following the

noon mass at the Cathedral of St. Patrick in Norwich.



SUPPORT
OUR
PARISH

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
COMMERCIAL TURF EQUIPMENT

REUSS
i
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Over 100 Years of Service

228 Boston Tpk. (860) 643-9492
Bolton, CT (800) 359-8810
(Route 6 & 44)  www.whpreuss.com

Off -384, Exit 5 w.h.p@comcast.net

Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet
affordable home care services
to the elderly since 1996.

LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR

860-645-7667

Bolton

(HIGHLAND PARK
{'I ..-._; )

Manchester, 317 Highland Street
860-646-4277

Glastonbury, 1320 Manchester Road
860-659-1717

Yowr XLocal, Family Owned Market!

Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

Family Owned & Operated

John F. Tierney Funeral Home Inc..

Serving the Community for Over Sixty Years.

219 West Center Street *» Manchester, CT 06040
(860) 643-1222
www.tierneyfuneralhome.com

Annette Pasek
REALTOR®

2790 Main St
Glastonbury, CT

860-490-8357

Your Local Market Expert!
annettepasek@bhhsne.com

annettepasekibhhsneproperties.com

ey
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‘ New England
Properties

(860) 649-5371
Fax(860) 649-8046

Lawrence F. Fiano
BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS

266 BOSTON TURNPIKE
BOLTON CT 06043

Dalton J. Zahner

FREE
.. AD DESIGN

with purchase
- of this space

CALL
800-477-4574

WESTOWN
PHARMACY

455 Hartford Road
Manchester
Phone 649-9946
Open 7 days

Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Tru

[HEIHHI rnuu

- PLUMBING

® Burglary

Heating Oil
Furnaces
Boilers
Diesel Fuel

Air Conditioning
Plumbing
Well Pumps

Water Treatment

ADr | Authorized | g fastreets

Provider

ADT-Monitored

® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

st

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Angela Haschka

ahaschka@4LPi.com

(800) 477-4574 x6106

FOR OVER 100 YEARS

Cleaning and protection products for auto
dealerships, professional car washes and
providers of professional housekeeping
and building maintenance services.

800-227-5536
www.simoniz.com
201 Boston Turnpike, Bolton, CT 06043

AGBR | |

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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ROOFlNG SIDING +« WINDOWS » 1
EXTERIOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS i o A :
Allan D. Giles- Owner/Operator \ = !
S !
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No Seb tho small, We do them alllf

860-933-5222

CT License 0580834

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

St, Maurice, Bolton, CT

Thd s 1GAa l'lurlmt :
Rte. 66, Hebron
Save $5.00

Present this Coupon and
save $5.00 off any
purchase of $50 or more

Thank You For Shopping
Ted’s Your Hometown
Proud Supermarket

(Excluding cigarettes, Limit one)
plu 250 1
a

03-0312



