THE NATIVITY
OF THE LORD

The angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid; for behold, |
proclaim to you good news of
great joy that will be for all
the people. For today in the
city of David a savior has
been born for you who is
Christ and Lord.” - Lk 2:10-11

Tasampay s tha Larusaary o Maa 00001, 1998 YO

As we age, time seems to pass more quickly. Years
seemingly fly by as one holiday flows into the next, January
quickly becomes December and life maintains its hectic pace.
What do we accomplish in all of that busyness? Perhaps tech-
nology is responsible for some of the frenzy, keeping us iso-
lated in our social media worlds, communicating through
texts rather than in person, and always connected to world
events. We’re over stimulated in many ways by information,
noise, opinions, and ideologies. Yet, we still find the time to
decorate our homes, purchase gifts, and plan Christmas gath-
erings. We know, however, that the true meaning of Christ-
mas is not found in twinkling lights, beautifully adorned
trees, perfectly set tables or exchanged gifts. We are being
called to something deeper and more authentic.

Christmas reminds us to look for God along the way of
our lives and not get distracted by the illusions around us.
Our world’s complexity can leave us feeling displaced, des-
perate, alone, neglected, and unimportant. Joseph and Mary
felt that way too. In the midst of all that captures and in-
trigues us in our self-created virtual worlds, is this longing for
the anchor of faith to keep us grounded and make sense of it
all. Only faith can give us the perspective to see what truly
matters in life. We discover our divinely blessed humanity.
The uncertain and challenging journey to Bethlehem gives
way to the tender moments of birth and its embrace. Christ-
mas softens us and slows us down a bit. It shows us Jesus as
the light who enlightens everyone. It shows us the truth.

The faith that comes from Christmas calms our fears and
allows us to go into the nighttime of our lives courageously.
We are never lost or alone. We need to stop and savor more
of life’s moments before they slip away in time. God is with
us, loving us, and leading us where we need to be. God is
born again and again in every soul willing to give birth to His
presence. God connects us and provides us with a place
where we feel safe and welcome: home. Merry Christmas!

Prayer Line
Temporarily, please call Carol Zabielski at 860- 643-2837
Pastor
Fr. Bill Olesik

Director of Faith Formation
Amie Tillmann

860-646-6314 or saintmauriceccd@gmail.com

Organist and Choir Director
Don Benevides 860-871-0752

Secretary
Mrs. Theresa Ciscon
Office Hours - Mon., Tues., & Fri. - 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Telephone: 860-643-4466
e-mail: saintmauricechurchbolton@gmail.com

Note: during the pandemic office hours are not regular as stated above, but
you can continue to call the telephone number and leave a message.

Eucharistic Minister to Homebound
Patricia Cinea 860-646-0564

Fair and Workshops
Dorli Cloutier 860-649-6255 Beth Harney 860-649-1331
Sharon Scorso 860-646-1423

Website
www.saintmauricebolton.org

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.

Sundays at 7:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Holy Days at 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

WELCOME!

If you are new in the Parish, please register and introduce yourself to the Pas-
tor. The Parishioners wish to meet and serve you! Drop by at a Pancake
Breakfast after the Sunday Mass, per the Calendar online or as announced
inside the bulletin. We hope you will favor our Parish with your prayers, your
presence, your talents and your financial assistance according to your means!

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturday 3:25 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the rectory (860-643- 9553 ) to arrange for a meeting with the
Pastor.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

Arrangements must start more than 6 months before marriage. Necessary
interviews, a pre-cana course and plenty of paperwork is required. We strongly
urge you to contact us to begin the Diocesan preparation course as soon as
you are engaged to get the most out of it without rush.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:

The Sacramental Guidelines define Church Membership in terms of Sunday
Mass attendance and Church support. For membership verification and spon-
sorship certificate, registration and regular use of the envelope system are the
only way we have of verifying this for you. Please notify us if there are chang-
es in your address, marital status, etc., so that we may update your records.

VISITATION TO THE SICK:

We are most anxious to help anyone who is not able to celebrate Mass with us
in Church due to iliness, handicapped or age. If you wish the Sacraments,
please call 860-643-9553.
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 24 — 28§, 2022

Ushers Group II
Poor and Needy Collection
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 — CHRISTMAS EVE

4:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Parishioners
of St. Maurice Church

Christmas Pageant at the 4:00 P.M. Mass
10:00 P.M. Mass offered for the Souls of +Marion and
iBill Miller — requested by the Family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 — CHRISTMAS DAY
No 7:30 A.M. Mass
No FartH FORMATION CLASSES S
Mass offered for the Souls of tWilliam and

TAnna Cosgrove
requested by their daughter Ann

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 — No Mass
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 — No Mass
7:15 P.M. Choir rehearsal in church.

New voices are always welcome!
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 — No Mass
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 — No Mass
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 — No MAss
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 — NEW YEAR’S EVE

4:00 P.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 — NEW YEAR’S DAY

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

10:00 A.M.

7:30 A.M.  Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory
No FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
10:00 A.M.  Mass offered for the Soul of TJerome Stiller
requested by the Lay Carmelite Community of
Little Theresa and the Chenard Family
5:30 P.M. Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours

6:00 P.M. Rosary

FROM SAINT MAURICE PARISH

S S1. MAURICE PRAYER LINE

Please remember all the special intentions on the

St. Maurice Prayer Line and Faith Formation

Students Prayer Requests.
New requests this week:

Sharon, Julia, Vivian, Sandy, Robert.

Candle Intentions: Special prayers for the Intentions in the
Candle Note Book.
Temporarily, please call Carol Zabielski at 860- 643-2837
Thank you, MaryAnn

ST. MAURICE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Members of the Prayer Shawl Minis-
Pi’a-{-j'ﬂ‘r try are making full size prayer
- Slhauwts shawls for our long term care pa-
;m Wﬂ tients. Also, mini pocket prayer
' shawls are available for everyone.
If you can help in any way in this Ministry, please call:
Linda Wiley, Irene Zdrojowy 860-533-1733 or
Mary Ann Murphy at 860-649-5449
Thank you.

CHRISTMAS FOOD AND GIFTS SHARING

On Sunday, December 18"our Faith For-
mation students participated in St. Maurice's
Christmas Food and Gifts Donation. Students
sorted and packed food and Christmas gifts to
Bolton families in need. We provided a holi-
day meal plus a couple of weeks of groceries to 25 family in
Bolton. A big thank you to all of our Faith Formation fami-
lies and our delivery drivers. Thank you to all who donated
food, money and gifts for our Seasonal Sharing program.

STEWARDSHIP

Offertory: December 18 — TBD

Projected Amount needed — $3,470

“And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us...” -JoHn 1:14
God made us to be in relationship with Him. He loves each
of us individually. Through sin, our relationship with God
was broken. He gave us Jesus to restore our relationship.
Being a disciple of Jesus we are given the model to obtain
eternal life in Heaven. Christmas isn’t about the material
gifts we receive, it’s about the love that God, Our Father,
gave us by giving us His Son, Jesus — the best gift we could
ever receive.

" Tear off

Parish Membership Form

Drop in collection *

Please enroll the following as members of the Church of St. Maurice:

Adults

Children (under 18)

Street Address E-mail Address
City State Zip E-mail Address

Home phone

Cell phone

Send offertory envelopes
We can help out as:  Altar server

Send form for EFT (electronic donation)
Lector  Usher

We will Donate Online

Eucharistic Minister _ Choir __ Crafts workshop




THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

DECEMBER 25, 2022

FROM ST. MAURICE PARISH

FROM THE DIOCESE OF NORWICH

St. Maurice Council # 6199
Knights of Columbus

Blessed Michael McGivney
Connecticut Parish Priest
Founder of the Knights of Columbus

Free One-Year Membership!
www.KofC.org/JoinUs

or use QR code on a smartphone —
Enter Promo Code: blessedmcgivney
Preferred Local Council: 6199
Member Referral Number: 4107080
Contact: Bill Hebert at (860) 550-4258

E-mail: w.hebert@comcast.net

g cHOLY
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Saint of the Week
Saint John the Apostle | December 27

Saint John was one of the Twelve, part of
Jesus’ inner circle, among the few that wit-
nessed the Transfiguration, the raising of Jari-
us’ Daughter, and the Agony in the garden at
Gethsemane. He and his brother James were
the sons of Zebedee and Salome. When Jesus
called them, they left their father mending nets
and followed him. Jesus called the brothers
“Boanerges,” meaning “sons of thunder” —
they were passionate in their faith and Jesus
had to rebuke them for their fiery zeal on more
than one occasion. John, the younger brother,
possibly the youngest disciple, was the only
one present at Jesus’ death.

Saint John the Apostle is traditionally thought to be the au-
thor of the fifth Gospel, the three Epistles of John, and the Book
of Revelation. However, there has been some debate among
scholars from antiquity to the present. Tradition also gives him
the title Beloved Disciple and John’s Gospel sees him seated next
to Jesus at the last supper and the one to whom Jesus gives the
care of Mary at the crucifixion.

Although Church tradition says that John survived the other
disciples, living a long life, much of it is steeped in myth and leg-
end. Some say he retired to Ephesus after the crucifixion with
Mary and remained there until he died. But in other traditions he
is more active. For a time he remained in Jerusalem with the other
disciples, then founded churches in Asia Minor. In a legend of his
persecution, during the reign of the Emperor Domitian, John is
taken to Rome and thrown into a cauldron of boiling oil but pre-
served from death. He is then exiled to the island of Patmos
where the Book of Revelation was written.

Most accounts agree that after his exile and the Assumption
of Mary he returned to Ephesus where he died sometime after 98,
during the reign of the Emperor Trajan.

ST. JOHN
THE APOSTLE

Catholic Charities needs your help!
Due to the food shortage our pantries are bare.
Please help us feed the hungry by dropping off food
at your local Catholic Charities. Some items in need
are peanut butter, pasta and sauce, soups, mac &
cheese, canned fruit and vegetables, etc. If you
would like to donate any of these much needed
items, please contact one of our locations nearest

you.

Norwich- 860-889-8346

New London-860-443-5328

Willimantic-860-423-7065

“Amen, | say to you, whatever you did for one of these least

brothers of mine, you did for me.” Mathew 25:40

H - : . l') E Virtual Project Rachel Rosary

-~ ”u-;-ﬁmmmw The third Thursday of each month at
3pm, come and pray the Project Rachel

Rosary online with the Office of Faith Events. The Project

Rachel Rosary focuses on putting an end to abortion and

healing for those who have been involved in an abortion.

Our next Rosary will be December 20", please join us:
Meeting link: https:/bit.ly/316zdeG

Meeting number: 132 917 2663

Password: Rosary

Or Join by phone: 1-415-655-0001

Access code: 132 917 2663

5" Annual Young Adult Mass
with Bishop Cote

On Sunday, January 22" st. Thomas Aquinas in
Storrs is delighted to host Bishop Michael Cote for
the 5th Annual Diocesan Young Adult Mass & Reception.
All Young Adults (ages 18 - 39, single and married) are in-
vited and encouraged to attend! Young Adults are wel-
come to invite friends to join us! Mass with Bishop Cote
will begin at 7:00pm and following the liturgy there will be
a small reception in the Catholic Center.

~ VIRTUAL BINGO FOR ALL AGES

—
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(0] The Office of Faith Events invites people of
J all ages to participate in Virtual Bingo!

~ Bingo will take place on Sunday, January
15" from 3:30 — 5pm. You will receive your cards online,
mark them and even remark them for the next game or
you can print them and play. Through video conferencing,
we will call the numbers and play different BINGO games
from regular bingo, double bingo, picture frame, and finally
black out! It will be great fun with lots of gift certificates for
prizes! The cost is $6 per card for the whole Bingo
event! To purchase your Bingo cards, go to: https://
bit.ly/2Laol7Y or call Marianne at 860-848-2237 ex. 304.




Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet

SUPPORT
OUR
PARISH

affordable home care services
to the elderly since 1996.

LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR

860-645-7667

Bolton

UHIGHLAND PARK )
MAREST 2

Manchester, 317 Highland Street
860-646-4277

Glastonbury, 1320 Manchester Road
860-659-1717

Yowr XLocal, Family Owned Market!

- (860) 649-5371
j]l.- Fax(860) 649-8046
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Lawrence F. Fiano
BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS

266 BOSTON TURNPIKE
BOLTON CT 06043

Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
COMMERCIAL TURF EQUIPMENT

EUSS

Over 100 Years of Service

Family

John F. Tierney Funeral Home Inc..

228 Boston Tpk. (860) 643-9492
Bolton, CT (800) 359-8810
(Route 6 & 44)  www.whpreuss.com

Off -384, Exit 5 w.h.p@comcast.net

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

Full time funeral directors available
24 hours a day and proud to service the
Catholic community for over 100 years.

Locally family owned and operated

Directors:
Jacqueline L Teske ¢ Haley Bohadik
Corrine Jones * Jennifer A West

Dalton J. Zahner

Owned & Operated

Serving the Community for Over Sixty Years.

219 West Center Street * Manchester, CT 06040
(860) 643-1222
www.tierneyfuneralhome.com

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

15% off
New
ooking

Korrin Leah - Hair Stylist/Barber

Lauren Marie - Hair Stylist/ Barber
Paulina - P.E.P. 860-748-1293

' 0.
Ww/w % {
299 Boston Turnpike %
Bolton, CT ( Subway Plaza)

Korrinleah@yahoo.com | 860'—%]%—06#

o

ADT-Monitored ~
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

Burglary

Authorized
ADT Prowvider

LET S GRUW YUUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

SafeStreets

CONTACT ME Jan Thivierge

jthivierge@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6408

® Flood Detection
Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

FOR OVER 100 YEARS

Cleaning and protection products for auto
dealerships, professional car washes and
providers of professional housekeeping
and building maintenance services.

800-227-5536
www.simoniz.com
201 Boston Turnpike, Bolton, CT 06043

SMALL & PIETRAS FUNERALHOME [ mmmm—wr—v 0 | e aiviipisiaiaieiiiy
76 Prospect Street, Rockville, CT * 860-875-0703 WESTOWN |[! | Ted's 1GA Market | !
1 1
BURKE-FORTIN FUNERAL HOME P i Rte. 66, Hebron i
76 Prospect Street, Rockville, CT * 860-875-5490 HOME IMPROVEMENTS HARMAC Y : Save $5OO i
1 Present this Coupon and 1
ROOFING SIDING « WINDOWS 1 1
COVENTRY-PIETRAS FUNERAL HOME EXTERIOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 455 Hartford Road (1 save S500 0 any
2665 Boston Turnpike, Coventry, CT * 860-742-1255 Allan D. Giles- Owner/Operator Manchester E Thank You For Shopping E
TOLLAND MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME No Geb oo amall, (e do them. llf Phone 6499946 | 1 Tets vour Hometown
375 Merrow Road, Tolland, CT  860-875-1415 860-933-5222 Open 7 days |} (Excluding cigaretes, Limit one) 1§
CT License 0580834 . Plu 250 1
@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St, Maurice, Bolton, CT 03-0312



