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1 will ask the Father, and

he will give you another
Advocate to be with you
always, the Spirit of truth.”
-Jn 14:16-17a

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

We hope for many things: passing an exam, finding our true
love, securing sustainable work, or surviving an illness. We
often seek to have God be a part of what we hope for and
desire, almost trying to convince Him that our agenda is
what is ultimately important. While our particular hopes may
appear to be what needs to be achieved in order for us to be
happy, they really are not. Our lesser, more personal hopes
can distract us from true hope.

When God became a human being, a powerful message was
sent: all that is authentically human is found in the divine. As
the human Jesus lived and died in order to show us that he
truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep our sight fo-
cused on our eternal truth and destiny and who we truly are.
We have to be careful when we allow our earthly concerns to
distract us. True hope is found when we place our trust in
Christ’s promises and don’t rely on our own strength. True
hope focuses on striving toward the fulfillment of God’s
promises and not simply on achieving what we think we
need in this life. Hope always travels with two friends —
faith and love. In this trio of virtues, we find the very pres-
ence of God born in every human being. These are God’s
greatest gifts, and they lead us to the fullness of His pres-
ence.

As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our hu-
man eyes. We don’t carry this virtue within us to use solely
for our own personal agenda. Hope is not something that
simply comes with the human package. As with faith and
love, hope is a gift that is given to us to draw us closer to our
eternal truth. Faith, hope, and love are signs that there is
something far greater going on in us and something greater
to persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift of hope is what
will endure any hardship we encounter, especially those that
will come from authentically living the Gospel. With all that
is happening in our lives, in our church, and in our world,
what is the reason for our hope? Ask God for the fortitude to
see His eternal gift as the reason we get up in the morning
and do the things we do.
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WEEKEND MASSES: (temporarily suspended)
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.

Sundays at 7:30 and 10:00 a.m.

Holy Days at 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

WELCOME!

If you are new in the Parish, please register and introduce yourself to the Pas-
tor. The Parishioners wish to meet and serve you! Drop by at a Pancake
Breakfast after the Sunday Mass, per the Calendar online or as announced
inside the bulletin. We hope you will favor our Parish with your prayers, your
presence, your talents and your financial assistance according to your means!

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
by appointment only

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the rectory (860-748-4560) to arrange for a meeting with the
Pastor.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

Arrangements must start more than 6 months before marriage. Necessary
interviews, a pre-cana course and plenty of paperwork is required. We strongly
urge you to contact us to begin the Diocesan preparation course as soon as
you are engaged to get the most out of it without rush.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:

The Sacramental Guidelines define Church Membership in terms of Sunday
Mass attendance and Church support. For membership verification and spon-
sorship certificate, registration and regular use of the envelope system are the
only way we have of verifying this for you. Please notify us if there are chang-
es in your address, marital status, etc., so that we may update your records.

VISITATION TO THE SICK:

We are most anxious to help anyone who is not able to celebrate Mass with us
in Church due to iliness, handicapped or age. If you wish the Sacraments,
please call 860-643-9553.
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Our normal Mass Schedule is temporarily suspended.
Livestream Masses:
From the Cathedral of Saint Patrick in Norwich
https://www.norwichdiocese.org/Masses Sunday 9AM
Daily Mass from Blessed Sacrament Parish
https://www.blessedsacramentct.org/: Monday 8AM /
Tuesday 9AM / Wednesday 8AM / Thursday 9AM / Friday

FROM SAINT MAURICE PARISH

ST. MAURICE PRAYER LINE

Please remember all the special intentions on
. the St. Maurice Prayer Line and Faith
Formation Students Prayer Requests.

.~ New requests this week: Phil, Mary

Keeping you all in our prayers during this
difficult time. Thank you, Mary Ann

MACC News

The Community Kitchen continues to provide bagged lunches.
One bag per person will be handed out during regular lunch hours
of 11:30-12:45 p.m. Dining inside or outside of the MACC
Campus is not permitted. The Emergency Food Pantry will hand
off prepacked groceries by appointment only, please call (860)
647-8003 x31. All emergency assistance can be accessed through
the same number. No one may to enter the pantry to shop on
their own. The Community Threads Thrift Shoppe is closed until
further notice.

Food and other donations will be gratefully received at
the Community Pantry, 460 Main St., Manchester Monday
through Thursday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. & Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

St. Cristobal Magallanes & Companions
May 21

Saint Cristébal Magallanes and Com-
panions, 21 diocesan priests and three
laymen, belonged to the Cristero
movement during the 20th-century per-
secution of the Church in Mexico. They
pledged their allegiance to Christ and
« to the Church, even if Mexico's leaders
/' had made it a crime to celebrate the
Mass. Martyred over 22 years in eight
Mexican states, they were beadtified
and canonized together.

Find more saints fo inspire you and fo imitate at:
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/source/saint-of-the-day/

Readings for the week of May 17,2020

Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16,
20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b
[cf. 4a]/In 15:26—16:4a

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8
[7¢]/In 16:5-11

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13,
14/Jn 16:12-15

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/
Jn 16:16-20

Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17
-23/Mt 28:16-20

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/In
16:20-23

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/In
16:23b-28

Next Sunday: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-
16/In17:1-11a

Prayer Perspectives
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCQC)
[http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__ P8Z.HTM]

CCC 2564 Christian prayer is a covenant relationship be-
tween God and man in Christ. It is the action of God and
of man, springing forth from both the Holy Spirit and our-
selves, wholly directed to the Father, in union with the
human will of the Son of God made man.

CCC 2565 In the New Covenant, prayer is the living rela-
tionship of the children of God with their Father who is
good beyond measure, with his Son Jesus Christ and with
the Holy Spirit. The grace of the Kingdom is "the union of
the entire holy and royal Trinity . . . with the whole hu-
man spirit." Thus, the life of prayer is the habit of being
in the presence of the thrice-holy God and in communion
with him.

s e s Prayer During A Health Crisis

ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Compassionate and Loving Father,

0 In the face of confusion and concern

" impart to us the calm of your pres-

| ence.

n You allow us to find hope and heal-
| ing.

= ' = Be with those who serve the sick and
give them Your caring hands.

Be with those who lead and give them Your Spirit of wis-
dom.

Be with those who have fallen ill and give them Your com-
forting heart.

Wrap your arms around our world

and hold us in your love.

Allow us at this time of trial to then

serve as instruments of that love to all we meet.

We ask this in Your Name.

Amen

STEWARDSHIP
“For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be God’s
will, than for doing evil.” 1 PETER 3:17
. The old line says “if you want to make God
laugh, tell him your plans.” Many of us are
diligent in our planning and making sure
things are progressing smoothly. Then disas-
ter strikes, we don’t get the result that was
intended or an unforeseen problem arises.
Many times we may respond negatively and ask, “Why
me? I did everything right!” Here’s the thing — adversity
humbles us and reminds us of our dependence on God and
not on our own self-reliance. Rest assured, God has a bet-
ter plan in store for you.
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"] would obey the Commandments of God.": When Jimmy Carter was running for Presi-
dent of the United States, one of the more vivid moments in the campaign passed by al-
most unnoticed. One Sunday morning, candidate Carter had been worshipping at the Bap-
tist Church in Plains, Georgia. When the service was over, he exited the Church into the
swarm of press encamped on the church's front lawn. Cameras whirring, video lights glar-
ing, microphones thrust forward, the media mavens moved in for interviews, pushing
themselves to think of clever questions to ask a Presidential candidate on the way out of a Southern Baptist Church. Sud-
denly, a reporter, probably with a stroke of luck, shouted out a question that genuinely mattered: "Mr. Carter, suppose
when you are President, you get into a situation where the laws of the United States are in conflict with what you under-
stand to be the will of God. Which will you follow, the laws of the state or the commandments of God?" Carter stopped,
looked up, perhaps with the Spirit gently whispering the lyrics of the Gospel into his ears, he turned toward the reporter
and replied, "I would obey the commandments of God." Alert aides, alarmed by this candor and unnerved by their candi-
date's near-treasonous remark, hurriedly whisked him away from the press and into a waiting car. Carter the politician
should have avoided the question, or hewed closely to the law of the land, but Carter the Christian was open to the Holy
Spirit Who encouraged him to give an honest answer.

The Promise of the Holy Spirit: Today's Gospel Reading continues the Farewell Discourse of Jesus,
recorded by St. John. This reading is ideally situated in the Liturgical Year to anticipate the coming
|| feasts of Ascension and Pentecost. We hear of Jesus' immanent departure and promise that he will
ask the Father to send us the Holy Spirit. The Easter Liturgy makes us feel both the intense, saving
¢ initiative of our loving God, and the deep demands He makes of us as “resurrection people.” It also
reminds us that, to meet these demands, we need the inner strength of the promised, coming Holy
Spirit. He comes as our Advocate and Counselor Who will gently indicate to us the way we should
£ = go, the "potholes," (bad habits), we need to repair, and the relationships in need of further inspec-
tion or care. Hence, from Easter to Pentecost our readings have been focusing our attention on the promises of Jesus to his
disciples, especially the promise of the Holy Spirit Whom Jesus will ask the Father to send, and on the results of His coming,
shown in the early apostolic preaching of the Good News of salvation. Today's readings provide answers to puzzling ques-
tions about Who the Holy Spirit is, what He does, and how we experience Him in our daily lives. Today's first and second
readings were chosen to help us prepare for the soon-to-be-celebrated feast of Pentecost. They show us how the Spirit
worked in the everyday activities of Jesus' first followers.

~ 3 "l can't believe what you just did.": There is a story about a woman, Dorothy Pryse, who was
listening to a Christian radio station as she drove to the grocery store one morning. The radio
preacher was talking about kindness. He said, "I wonder how many of you are listening to me
on your car radio and thinking of how you can be kind while driving?" Dorothy began thinking
about what he was saying. A few blocks away, she saw a woman waiting in her car to come out
of her driveway. Traffic was heavy, and Dorothy knew this woman would have a hard time
L : getting out, so she slowed down and let her back out. The woman smiled and waved. When
she got to the grocery store, Dorothy saw a parking space. As she started pulling in, another car on the opposite side began
to pull into the same spot. Once again, Dorothy backed out and found another parking spot. As they both got out of their
cars, the driver of the other car said, "l can't believe what you just did. Anyone else would have made me back out." Doro-
thy explained what she had heard on the radio about showing love. The two women began talking. Dorothy discovered the
woman had just moved into the area, didn't know anyone, and was looking for a Church. "l invited her to come to our
Church," Dorothy says, "and a strong friendship has blossomed from our chance meeting and a small act of kindness." This
story illustrates that one can experience the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and act according to His promptings -
just as Dorothy and the apostle Philip did.

An Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
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