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On the cusp of fame, power, or influence, would you turn it
down? Today’s Gospel again features John the Baptist.
Controversial but popular, John has gathered quite a group
of followers. He has disciples. People come from near and
far to be baptized by him. Pharisees and government lead-
ers are drawn to his preaching. If John was another man, a
lesser man, he would have claimed his own greatness. In-
stead, John the Baptist is a witness to humility.

“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
‘Behold the Lamb of God ... he is the one of whom I said,
“A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me.” ... the
reason why I came baptizing with water was that he might
be made known.’” Rather than point to himself, John points
to Christ. John could have grasped at what he had accumu-
lated. He could have seen Jesus as a Messianic competitor.
Instead, John knows who he is. He knows his place as fore-
runner. Because John knows who Jesus is. “I have seen
and testified that he is the Son of God.”

A life of humility, a life for others, can be challenging to
live. So much of our culture is built around achievement
and individualism. We can justify it, too, in pursuit of
“greater goods” and higher ideals. In the process, however,
we might miss our own participation in the kingdom of
God. John, for all of his humility, was not an afterthought.
In another Gospel passage, Jesus calls him “the greatest
prophet,” even the greatest of men. Why? Because he ful-
fills the mission given to him by God: to announce the
coming of the Messiah. We too are prophets and forerun-
ners. Our witness to the Gospel is meant to point people to
Jesus. Consider your own mission this week. To whom are
you called to announce the good news of the Son of God?
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WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.

Sundays at 7:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Holy Days at 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

WELCOME!

If you are new in the Parish, please register and introduce yourself to the Pas-
tor. The Parishioners wish to meet and serve you! Drop by at a Pancake
Breakfast after the Sunday Mass, per the Calendar online or as announced
inside the bulletin. We hope you will favor our Parish with your prayers, your
presence, your talents and your financial assistance according to your means!

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturday 3:15 p.m. — 3:45 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the rectory (860-748-4560) to arrange for a meeting with the
Pastor.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

Arrangements must start more than 6 months before marriage. Necessary
interviews, a pre-cana course and plenty of paperwork is required. We strongly
urge you to contact us to begin the Diocesan preparation course as soon as
you are engaged to get the most out of it without rush.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:

The Sacramental Guidelines define Church Membership in terms of Sunday
Mass attendance and Church support. For membership verification and spon-
sorship certificate, registration and regular use of the envelope system are the
only way we have of verifying this for you. Please notify us if there are
changes in your address, marital status, etc., so that we may update your
records.

VISITATION TO THE SICK:

We are most anxious to help anyone who is not able to celebrate Mass with us
in Church due to illness, handicapped or age. If you wish the Sacraments,
please call 860-643-9553.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
3:30 P.M.  ROSARY BEFORE 4PM MASS

4:00 P.M. Mass offered for the souls of Jerry Chemerka
(15" Anniversary) and Sheila Chemerka (2" Anniversary)
request of their children and family

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY dafier Mass
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19

7:30 A.M. Mass offered for the soul of Mea Mancino
request of Lynn Mancino

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY afier Mass
8:30 — 8:50 A.M. Youth Choir Rehearsal. A/l youth are welcome
NO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES

Mass offered for All Parishioners
of St. Maurice Church

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY afier Mass
5:30 P.M. Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours
MONDAY, JANUARY 20 — NO MASS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 — NO MASs

10:00 A.M.

7:00 P.M. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BUSINESS MEETING
in the Parish Center
7:15 P.M. CHOIR REHEARSAL

New members are most welcome

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22
9:00 A.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory

7:00 P.M. ST. MAURICE BIBLE STUDY in the Sacristy
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23
9:00 A.M. Mass offered for All Souls in Purgatory

7:00 P.M. EAGLE SCOUTS COMMITTEE MEETING
in the Church basement

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24

9:00 A.M. Mass offered for the soul of Keith DePathy
request of Catherine DePathy
6:00 P.M. CUB SCOUTS MEETING

in the Church basement
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

FROM SAINT MAURICE PARISH

The BIBLE STUDY GROUP begins 2020
with aloud reading of the first chapters
of the ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. This

ll book addresses the first thirty years of
Christian history from Jesus’ Ascension
in Jerusalem to the imprisonment of
Paul. The Holy Spirit descends upon
the apostles and empowers them to
begin the great mission of evangeliza-
tion both to Israel and the Gentiles. How does this same
Spirit help us to evangelize today? Our study will be en-
hanced by, Ignatius Catholic Study Bible Guide. During the
winter months, please join every Wednesday evening at
7pm in the Sacristy, starting January 22nd.

SNOW DAYS

Weekday morning Mass will be cancelled if Bolton schools are
closed or postponed 2 hours because of weather or road condi-
tions .

STEWARDSHIP

January 12 offertory: — $3,059

Projected Amount needed $2,980

“Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the
womb...” ISAIAH 49:5

God have given each of us different gifts. In order for God’s plan
to work, you have to do what God is calling you to do and I have
to do what God is calling me to do. And guess what? God has
given each of us a different plan! So, stop comparing yourself to

3:30 P.M. ROSARY BEFORE 4PM MASS others. Don’t let envy and jealousy enter your life. Be thankful
4:00 P.M.  Mass offered for All Parishioners for the gifts God has given you and generously share them with
of St. Maurice Church others.
" Tear off Memorial Mass Form Drop in collection *
Father Bill, please offer a weekend  (or) weekday  Mass for the soul ___ (or) intentions ___ (as applicable) of:
Name

Person requesting

Street Address

City State Zip

Home phone

Check enclosed  Envelope No.
I will bring up the gifts at the Mass celebrated. Yes  No

E-mail Address
E-mail Address
Cell phone

We will Donate Online  (Customary donation $10 weekday, $20 weekend)
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FROM SAINT MAURICE PARISH

FROM THE DIOCESE OF NORWICH

ST. MAURICE PRAYER LINE
_ Please remember all the special intentions on
the St. Maurice Prayer Line, especially the new

. requests for this week:

Sharon and her family, Marie, Carol, Irene,
Grace, Bob, Mary-Jane, Grace, David, Francis,
Olga, Viola, Annedda, Irene, Kyle, Laurie, Gloria, Mary.

Candle Intentions: Nicholas

Thank you. Carol & Mary Ann

SAINT BRIDGET SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
74 Main Street Manchester, CT

St. Bridget School is now enrolling students for Pre-
Kindergarten, Kindergarten, elementary and middle school for
the 2020-2021 school year. We invite you to our Open House on
Sunday January 26th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. Our Open
House gives families the opportunity to tour the school, meet our
caring, professional staff, and learn more about our exceptional
programs. Our daily curriculum offers students a challenging
academic schedule and participation in Spanish, art, music, gym
and a wide variety of clubs and sports. In addition, our school
offers before and aftercare and a summer camp program.

Those unable to make the Open House are invited to drop in on
Mondays from 9:00 am- 11:00 am, or you can call the office to
arrange for an individual tour at (860)649-7731 ext. 200.
Information also available at our school website:
www.saintbridget-school.com.

Are you grieving from an Abortion?
Trust in the mercy of God’s love. Con-
sider these words from St. John Paul II
to those suffering because of abortion:
“The church is aware of the many factors which may have
influenced your decision, and she does not doubt that in
many cases it was a painful and even shattering decision.
The wound in your heart may not yet have healed. Certainly
what happened was and remains terribly wrong. But do not
give in to discouragement and do not lose hope....The Fa-
ther of mercies is ready to give you His forgiveness and His
peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. You will come to
understand that nothing is definitively lost and you will also
be able to ask forgiveness from your child, who is now liv-
ing in the Lord.” (Evangelium Vitae, no. 99).
Call Project Rachel, the church’s post-abortion healing
program, for a confidential referral to a priest who can help:
860-861-4439.

“When ministry becomes
performance, then the sanctuary
becomes a theater, the
congregation becomes an
audience, worship becomes
entertainment, and man's applause
and approval become the measure
of success. But when ministry is for
the glory of God, his presence
moves into the sanctuary. Even the
unsaved visitor will fall down on his
face, worship God, and confess that
God is among us.”

The Fellowship Circle fund raiser

ﬂ.ﬁ;ﬁ(‘ The leaders of the Fellowship Circle arranged for a
“47 " CD of familiar Christian songs to be produced. The
T CD features our own Don Benevides on the key-
board with vocals by Elaine Byram who has been singing at the
Saturday Vigil Masses for the past two summers.
In order to raise much needed funds for our Parish we are asking
for your generosity again. For a minimum donation of twenty
dollars ($20) and as a thank you for your generosity we will hap-
pily give you the gift of a CD for your enjoyment. We will accept
donations after all weekend Masses.

On Sunday, February 2", the annual Mass of Thanksgiving for
the Gift of Consecrated Life will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. in
the Cathedral of Saint Patrick in Norwich. All are invited to
join Bishop Michael R. Cote in thanking God for the gift of con-
secrated life and for the sisters, brothers, and religious priests who
enrich the Church and the Diocese of Norwich by building up
God’s Kingdom with the witness of their religious commitment.
The homilist for the Mass will be Father Jacinto Chapin, FI. Fa-
ther Jacinto is a member of the Franciscan Friars of the Immacu-
late and is currently the delegate superior for the Marian Friary of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Griswold, CT.

FROM SAINT MAURICE PARISH

ST. JAMES SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSES & ADMISSIONS
St. James School in Manchester is now accepting new
student applications for its Pre-Kindergarten, Elemen-
tary School, and Middle School for the 2020-2021
school year.
An informational Open House for families looking at Pre-
Kindergarten and/or Kindergarten through 8th Grade will be
held on Sunday, January 26th at 1:00pm at the school’s Park
Street location. Come see why this fully-accredited, award-
winning school is consistently rated 5 Stars for its strong aca-
demic curriculum and traditional, faith-filled learning envi-
ronment.
A second Open House is scheduled for Wednesday, March 25,
2020 at 6:00pm.
To register for either Open House event or to schedule a personal
tour of the school please e-mail aguenther@saintjamesschool.net,
visit the school’s website at
www.SaintJamesSchool.net/openhouse,
or call the school at 860.643.5088.

Amazon Services Associates Program

Use the link on our website. When you use
the link to Amazon on our website
(www.saintmauricebolton.org/). 4% of the pur-
chase goes to St. Maurice.
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INSUTRANCE
ASSOCIATES
Your Local Independent Agency
Value, Service & Integrity Since 1996

Call us at: (860) 456-1996

Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet
affordable home care services

to the elderly since 1996.

Manchester, 317 Highland Street
860-646-4277

Glastonbury, 1320 Manchester Road
860-659-1717

LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR
www.easterninsuranceassociates.com 8 6 0 - 64 5 - 7 6 67 tn Local, Family € , HOURLY OR 24 HR. LIVE IN CARE 266 BOSTON TURNPIKE
Serving All of Connecticut Bolton 2 ! 4 Merket: PCA - Companion - Homemakers BOLTON CT 06043

860.818.9594
Office: 860.519.1544

(860) 649-5371
_ ) | Fax(860) 649-8046

CT Lic. #0000538

Fano Angelic Homemakers

Caring & Compassionate Group Lawrence F. Fiano

BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS
Providing Care For The Elderly,
Disabled, Anyone Needing Extra Help.

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
COMMERCIAL TURF EQUIPMENT

REUSS
%‘M

Over 100 Years of Service

228 Boston Tpk. (860) 643-9492
Bolton, CT (800) 359-8810
(Route 6 & 44)  www.whpreuss.com

Off -384, Exit 5 w.h.p@comcast.net

Family Owned and Operated Since 1972
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AUTO REPAIR INC.
Foreign & Domestic Repairs
Phil & Paul Locicero ¢ Pete Buck
860-646-5036 Fax: 860-646-1552
174 West Center Street
Manchester
Phil@P-PAUTO.COXATWORK.com
www.pp-autorepair.com
» Air Conditioning Repair
» Service & Install
» 24 Hour Oil Burner Service

Fhee BOLTON, CT 06043
i 860.649.2871
'EW LICENSE# 00301573

' Ted's 1GA Market
Rte. 66, Hebron
Save $5.00

Present this Coupon and
save $5.00 off any
purchase of $50 or more

Thank You For Shopping
Ted’s Your Hometown
Proud Supermarket
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Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

Family Owned & Operated
John F. Tierney Funeral Home Inc..
Serving the Community for Over Sixty Years.

219 West Center Street » Manchester, CT 06040
(860) 643-1222
www.tierneyfuneralhome.com

Walter A. Twachtman, Jr., J.D., L.L.M.

Attorney At Law
Elder Law & EState Plannigb"

860:659-5657""

Walter A. TwachtmanyJryJ.0., LiL:M,, LLC

The Time To Plan For You Or Your Aging Relative Is Now.
41C New London Tpke., Ste. 4 ¢ Glastonbury, CT 06033

wtwachtman@bgtlaw.com

catholicmatch
Connecticut

Free Initial Consultation

Dalton J. Zahner
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Andover WESTOWN
Landscaping, LLC
Garden Supplies PHARMACY
Mulch ® Plants
Corner of 455 Hartford Roacl
Route 6 & 5 Hendee Road Manchester
Andover, CT 06232 Phone 649-9946
860-742-6043 Open 7 days

Matt Cordner

olmes-Watkins Funeral Home
“Where Personal Consideration is a Tradition”
Providing and fulfilling all funeral service needs,

including pre-planning & pre-financing

400 Main Street * Manchester, CT
860-643-2441 » 860-646-5310

PiETRAS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
FMWWMM&&W{MWMZ4M{&WWWM
to service the Catholic wwmiyfw over 100 years.

LothaW owned and operated

Jessica A. Pietras
Funeral Director

Philip M. Pietras
Funeral Director

FULL TIME FUNERAL DIRECTORS:
Philip & Jessica Pietras (Owners) ¢ Jennifer A. West
Jacqueline L. Teske ¢ Corrine M. Jones « Haley S. Bohadik
Smarr & PIETRAS FUNERAL HOME
65 Elm Street, Rockville, CT 06066 ¢ (860) 875-0703
BUrRke-FortIN FUNERAL HOME
76 Prospect Street, Rockville, CT 06066 ¢ (860) 875-5490
CoVENTRY-PIETRAS FUNERAL HOME
2665 Boston Turnpike, Coventry, CT 06238 « (860) 742-1255

TorLLanp MEmoRriAL FUNERaL HOME
375 Merrow Road, Tolland, CT 06084 « (860) 875-1415

. plu 250 Owner Owner
& | ROCKVILLE SIMONIZ VINCENT DIANA
i FOR ANY AND ALL OF
1{) . MONUMENTS FOR OVER 100 YEARS YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
n ver UG“‘Q’&” T[ee Expe s 4 * CEMETERY Cleaning and protection products for auto i B
CALTREE'REMOVAL SERVICES dealerships, professional car washes and vincent.diana@raveis.com

Lo
CALLANDY GASPER
Proudly Serving The Community For Over 11 Years 860'508'61 23

Tree Removal ¢ Stump Grinding ¢ Excavation Services

Professional Quality Service | Locally Owned & Operated

Very reasonable pricing

860-870-9252

info@rockvillemonument.com

ASKABOUT FIREWOOD!

i

providers of professional housekeeping
and building maintenance services.

800-227-5536
www.simoniz.com

vincentdiana.com

218 New London Tpke
Glastonbury, CT 06033

860-490-2918 "‘-

201 Boston Turnpike, Bolton, CT 06043

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

St, Maurice, Bolton, CT 03-0312



