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PRAYER LINE 860-643-2119 OR 860-643-2837

When is Jesus’ hirthday?

How do we know J[esus was born on
December 25? I've checked my Bible, and I
can’t find any mention of the date.

Jimmy
Dear Jimmy,

You're right: The Bible doesn’t say Jesus was
born on December 25. The Gospels of Matthew
and Luke are the only Scriptures to give much
detail about Christ’s birth and infancy. They name
the key political figures of the day, but not much
else (Luke 1:5 and 2:1-2). Neither evangelist
included specific information about the dates.

Dates were apparently not important to the
earliest Christians. Besides, the first few
generations of Christ's followers were far more
interested in celebrating Christ's resurrection each
Sunday, and eventually on Easter, than they were
in celebrating his birth.

Christians started to associate December 25
with Christ’s nativity centuries after the fact: the
year 336 according to the earliest evidence. The
most popular theory is that the Church chose to
replace a popular pagan Roman sun festival
celebrating the winter solstice (December 21 or 22)
with a Christian feast that could overtake the
pagan festival and use its sun imagery to speak of
Christ as the unconquered “Sun of
Righteousness.”

Matthew Allman, CSsR
sundaybulletins@liguori.org
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Nativity of the Lord * December 25,2011

Prayer Line
Barbara 860-643-2119, Carol 860-643-2837

Director of Faith Formation
Fr. Wojciech Pelczarski, S.D.S.
Assistant Director
Sharon Snuffer
860-643-4466 or stmauricechurch@sbcglobal.net

Organist and Choir Director
Don Benevides 860-871-0752

Secretary
Mrs. Theresa Ciscon
Office Hours - Mon., Tues., & Fri. - 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Sick/Shut-Ins
Patricia Cinea 860-646-0564

Fair and Workshops
Dorli Cloutier 860-649-6255 Beth Harney 860-649-1331
Kathy Prentice 860-742-7175 Peg Rouleau 860-280-4447

Rev. Wojciech Pelczarski, S.D.S., Administrator
Saint Maurice Church 860-643-4466

e-mail: stmauricechurch@sbcglobal.net

www.stmauricekofc.org
Website: saintmauricebolton.org

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.

Sundays at 7:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Holy Days at 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

WELCOME!

If you are new in the Parish, please register and introduce yourself to
the Pastor. The Parishioners wish to meet and serve you! Drop by at
our Coffee Social or Pancake Breakfast after the Sunday Mass, both
per the Calendar online or as announced inside the bulletin. We hope
you will favor our Parish with your prayers, your presence, your
talents and your financial assistance according to your means!

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
By appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the rectory (860-643-4466) to arrange for a meeting with
the Pastor.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

Arrangements must start more than 6 months before marriage.
Necessary interviews, a pre-cana course and plenty of paperwork is
required.”We strongly urge you to contact us to begin the Diocesan
pr_?ﬁara}[tlonhcourse as’soon as you are engaged to get the most out of it
without rush.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:

The Sacramental Guidelines define Church Membership in terms of
Sunday Mass attendance and Church support. For membership
verification and sponsorship certificate, registration and regular use of
the envelope system are the only way we have of verifying this for
you. Please notify us if there are changes in your address, marital
status, etc., so that we may update your records.

VISITATION TO THE SICK:

We are most anxious to help anyone who is not able to celebrate Mass
with us in Church due to illness, handicapped or age. If you wish the
Sacraments, please call 860-643-4466.
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, DEC. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE

4:00 a.m.  Mass offered for +Marie Madore
request of her daughter and for +Eva &
John Wachowski request of Irene Kehl

10:00 P.M. Mass offered for all parishioners

SUNDAY, DEC. 25, CHRISTMAS DAY

10:00 a.m.  Mass offered for +Jean, Helen, and
Stefan Grybowicz request of The Auger
family

MONDAY, DEC. 26,

NO MASS

TUESDAY, DEC. 27
9:00 a.m. Mass offered for Levi Fournier,
request of The Fournier Family
NO CHOIR REHEARSAL
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28
9:00 a.m. Mass offered for a Special
intention, request of Sima Guth

THERE WILL BE NO ADORATION TODAY

THURSDAY, DEC.29 NO MASS

FRIDAY,DEC.30 NO MASS

NEW YEAR’S EVE AND NEW YEAR’S DAY
SATURDAY, DEC. 31 Rosary before Mass

4:00 p.m. Mass offered for Arthur Kehl,
request of Marty & Carol Zabielski

7:30 a.m. Mass offered for Connie Morelli,
request of Gloria Holbrook

10:00 a.m.  Mass offered for Frank Murphy,
request of Mary Anne Murphy.

Ard o God fitled New Year
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MY CHRISTMAS WISH AND
MESSAGE

“Far into the night, at the coldest time of the year, in a
chilly grotto, more suitable for a flock of beasts than for
humans, the promised Messiah — Jesus — the savior of
mankind, comes into the world in the fullness of time.
There are none who clamor around him: only an ox and
an ass lending their warmth to the newborn infant; with a
humble woman, and a poor and tired man, in adoration
beside him.

Nothing can be heard except the sobs and whimpers of
the infant God. And by means of his crying and weeping
he offers to the Divine justice the first ransom for our
redemption.” (Excerpt from writing by St. Padre Pio )

Let us all, you and I, offer our hearts to Him who offered
His life for us. May we give the warmth and love so
necessary in this world today to all we meet. In this
way, we will have come and adored Him.

A joyous, holy and loving Christmas and a prosperous
New Year to each and everyone one of you.
God Bless you

+Fr. Wojciech

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY § 3,214
LAST YEAR’S OFFERTORY § 3,096

“She wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”

Where is Jesus in your life? Have you made room
for Him or is He still in the manger wrapped in rags?
if we are living our lives like all the rest of the
modern and commercial world, we may be leaving
Jesus out. it might be time to pick up this Child and
make Him a priority in our lives.
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Diocese of Norwich
Office of the Bishop
201 Broadway
Norwich, Connecticut 06360
(860) 887-9294
MOST REVEREND
MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.
Christmas Message-2011

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Merry Christmas! May the peace of our Savior born this day in Bethlehem be with you and all whom you love!

At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and the glory of the Lord fills us with great joy.
The angels’ greeting to the shepherds and their message announcing the good news of Jesus’ Nativity are truly a
joy to be shared by the whole people. (cf Luke 2:10-11)

The angels’ message to the shepherds invites us, like it did them, to find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes;
He is the Savior, Christ the Lord. The shepherds went to Bethlehem to see what the Lord had made known to
them; we go to the Bethlehem of our parish Churches where we find our Savior in the Sacrament of His Body
and Blood. There we praise God for the gift of His only begotten Son. “God loved the world so much that He
gave His only Son so that everyone who believes in Him may not be lost but may have eternal life.” (John
3:16). Why did God give us His Son? So that through Him the world — we — might be saved.

Christmas celebrates God’s love for us and all that God has done and continues to do for us through His Son
Jesus Christ. When we reflect on the gift of God’s Son, we recognize the fullness of God’s love and how life-
giving His love is. It is the love God bestows on us at Christmas that gives a peace of mind and heart that the
world can not give. Through the Father’s love and the power of the Holy Spirit, we celebrate Christ’s coming
into our lives in many ways. Hearts hardened by sin rejoice in Jesus’ gift of the Father’s mercy through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Our life of faith and the gift of God’s love are nourished and strengthened when
Christ comes to us in the Eucharist, the Sacrament of His Body and Blood.

This Christmas is our time to make known the good news of Jesus’ presence in our lives and in the world. The
sign that we give of His presence is the love we have for one another, our compassion and mercy for others, the
prayers we offer for their well being, the help we give to those in need, and the
kind words we speak. Jesus is best seen in us by the

way in which we live, and love, and serve others!

This Christmas, make room for Jesus in your hearts, your homes, and your time. Allow God’s love in Jesus
Christ to re-create your very being so that in every word and deed you bring Jesus to others. Begin and end
each day invoking His presence through prayer. The gift of God’s love needs the nourishment of prayer,
worship, and practice. His love must be lived and shared.

In this time of war and conflict, join me in praying for peace. In the words of a Collect from the Mass on
Christmas Day, we pray that we may share in the divinity of Christ who humbled Himself to share in our
humanity. Welcome Jesus anew into the world of your lives! Recognize His presence in others. For, the
Savior has been born for each one of us! His birth is a joy to be shared with everyone!

Merry Christmas! Throughout 2012 may the blessings and grace of Christmas abide with you and all whom
you love in Jesus’ Name!
3

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Bishop of Norwich

%& K. a’{ﬂ_—_ Bishop of Norwich



| (e60) 6470016 Fax Helping Hands
NoreenRelIIy@sbchobaI net
= Home Care

Providing high quality, yet affordable
home care services to the elderly

el since 1996.
NOREEN REILLY CRS ABR,SFR
Broker/Owner LIVE IN OR BY THE HOUR
669 Boston Turnpike, P.O. Box 9401
Bolton. CT 06045 860-645-7667 Bolton

Barbara C
Daniel R.

(HIGHLAND PARK )
8 MAEIIET
T 317 Highland St. Manchester

860-646-4277 Fax: 649-8177

1721 Boston Turnpike Coventry
860-742-7361 Fax: 742-5329

1320 Manchester Rd. Glastonbury
860-659-1717 Fax: 657-8996

(860) 649-5371
Fax(860) 649-8046

Bolton
Physical Therapy

Orthopedic and Sport Injuries

| |U|
L
Lawrence F. Fiano

BOILDERS &
DEVELOPERS

\

266 BOSTON TORNPIKE
BOLTON CT 06043

Most Insurances Accepted
Bruce Langevin, PT, CSCS
921 Boston Turnpike
Bolton, CT 06043
860.646.8758

Thomas J. Tierney
Thomas F. Tierney

Family Owned & Operated

Sohn F. Trermag Funoral Homo .

Serving the Community for Over Fifty Seven Years.

219 West Center Street
CatholicMatch.com/CT

DUBOIS

AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
Foreign/Domestic Service & Repair
Pre-Owned Vehicles

Checked by our
ASE Certified Technicians
343 Rte. 6 * PO Box 115

Andover, CT 06232
Phone: 742-5848 ¢+ Fax: 742-8643
Duboi net
www.duboisautomotive.com

Simoniz USA, Inc.
201 Boston Turnpike
Bolton, CT 06043
Premium Automotive
Products Since 1911
Www.simoniz.com

e Manchester, CT 06040

(860) 643-1222

Andover
Landscaping, LLC
Garden Supplies ® Mulch e Plants
Corner of
Route 6 & 5 Hendee Road
Andover, CT 06232

860-742-6043

Catherine Cordner

CUNLIFFE AUTO BODY

“Quality Work At Competitive Prices”
“Workmanship Guaranteed”
Foreign & Domestic
Free Estimates

860-643-0016
23 Hartford Tnpk., Rt. 83

(Vernon/Manchester Line) - Vernon

WATKINS

Funeral Home
860-646-5310

HOLMES G

Funeral Home
860-643-2441

Manchester

HOWARD M. HOLMES SCOTT B. HOLMES

RICHARD P. HOLMES MARK C. HOLMES

Don't get left at
the bottom, . .
help is on

is way!

iturgical Publications

WE CAN HELP YOU SECURE
YOUR FUTURE BUSINESS.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
860-646-5036
SINCE 1972 FAX: 860-646-1552

Poy

AuTo REPAIR INC.
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIRS
PHIL, JIM & PAUL LOCICERO PETE BUCK
174 WEST CENTER ST., MANCHESTER
PHIL@P-PAUTO.COXATWORK.COM
WWW.PP-AUTOREPAIR.COM

DID YOU
NOTICE ME?

Your potential customers
can notice your ad ool
HIGHLIGHT COLOR
is now available for your ad!!!
For Information Please call
1-800-888-4574 Ext. 3380

RIVER VALLEY TREE EXPERT
CERTIFIED TREE CLIMBING SPECIALIST
Complete Bucket Truck Services
Stump Grinding ¢ Hydro Seeding
Crane Work ¢ Bobcat Services
Snow Plowing
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Andrew Gasper, Owner
(860) 508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com

Small & Pietras Funeral
65 Elm Street

Rockville, CT 06066
(860) 875-0703

76 Prospect Street
Rockville, CT 06066

nmﬁcmup

KITCHEN & GRANITE INSTALLATION
GRANITE REPAIRS & RESTORATION
860-742-7084

www.topshopllc.com
CT Lic. 576028

(860) 875-5490

Ph
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Philip M. Pietras

Pietras Family Funeral Homes

Burke-Fortin Funeral Home

Robert J. Binkowski ~ Jennifer E. Arrieta

Home Coventry-PietrasFuneral Home
2665 Boston Tpk.
Coventry, CT 06238

(860) 742-1255

Tolland MemorialFuneral Home
375 Merrow Road
Tolland, CT 06084
(860) 875-1415

Licensed Funeral Directors:
ilip M. Pietras ~ Jessica Pietras

Jacqueline L. Teske

Jessica A. Pietras

CHARLIE J. MINICUCCI JR.
FREE ESTIMATES  LIC.# 00301573
M & M FUEL OIL

M & M PLUMBING & HEATING
BOLTON, CT 06043

860-649-2871
Tank Installation & Removal

24 HOUR
OIL BURNER SERVICE

Buy from these businesses
and review them at
SeekAndFind.com
You Could Win $50

Make
Your

Holidays ,
Happy (§

5% OFF w/AD

Used &Aﬂer Market
AUTO PARTS
860-742-7351
www.andoverautoparts.com
497 Route 6 - Andover, CT

|-. Jf tfyoulivealone,

L_,M_,U O yout EDLIFEateh!
Simply press your roof
penﬁ%lt] nrsiryistha:‘):lt:e:npd speak

“hands-free" with our exclusive
EMT-certified care center, 24/7.

s1 g5 _ LIMITED

. TIME OFFERI

O’BRIEN BUILDERS
ADDITIONS - GARAGES - DECKS
REMODELING - SIDING - WINDOWS
FREE ESTIMATES - FULLY INSURED

860-742-1466

OWNER - JIM O’BRIEN 3121 SOUTH STREET
LICENSE #512040 COVENTRY, CT 06238

FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS* #
T o

LIFEWatchUSA

$34 5moath will be biled quirter
PERSONAL CARING SERYICE SINCE 1980

www.lifewatch-usa.com
You're never alone with Lifewatch!

800.998.5601

*| LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
MUNSON'S

COMMERCIAL TURF EQUIPMENT
CHOCOLATES

PREUSS ¢
» 04[;-
100 Yeano of Excetlence

228 Boston Tpk. (860) 643-9492
Bolton, CT (800) 359-8810
(Route 6 & 44) www.whpruess.com
Off 1-384, Exit 5 w.h.p@comcast.net

Three Generations of Chocolatiers - Est. 1946

Personalized Chocolates, Corporate Logo Gifts,

Wedding Favors, Baby Showers, Edible Photo
Chocolates, Fund Raising.

646-4332 or visit us on-line:

www.munsonschocolates.com

For Ap INFO CALL LP1 AT 1-800-888-4574 © LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC.
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